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§ 8301. Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) the prevention, detection, control, and 

eradication of diseases and pests of animals 
are essential to protect— 

(A) animal health; 
(B) the health and welfare of the people of 

the United States; 
(C) the economic interests of the livestock 

and related industries of the United States; 
(D) the environment of the United States; 

and 
(E) interstate commerce and foreign com-

merce of the United States in animals and 
other articles; 

(2) animal diseases and pests are primarily 
transmitted by animals and articles regulated 
under this chapter; 

(3) the health of animals is affected by the 
methods by which animals and articles are 
transported in interstate commerce and for-
eign commerce; 

(4) the Secretary must continue to conduct 
research on animal diseases and pests that 
constitute a threat to the livestock of the 
United States; and 

(5)(A) all animals and articles regulated 
under this chapter are in or affect interstate 
commerce or foreign commerce; and 

(B) regulation by the Secretary and coopera-
tion by the Secretary with foreign countries, 
States or other jurisdictions, or persons are 
necessary— 

(i) to prevent and eliminate burdens on 
interstate commerce and foreign commerce; 

(ii) to regulate effectively interstate com-
merce and foreign commerce; and 

(iii) to protect the agriculture, environ-
ment, economy, and health and welfare of 
the people of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 107–171, title X, § 10402, May 13, 2002, 116 
Stat. 494.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in pars. (2) and (5)(A), was in 
the original ‘‘this subtitle’’, meaning subtitle E 
(§§ 10401–10418) of title X of Pub. L. 107–171, May 13, 2002, 
116 Stat. 494, which is classified principally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of subtitle E to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 107–171, title X, § 10401, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 
494, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle E 
(§§ 10401–10418) of title X of Pub. L. 107–171, enacting this 
chapter, amending sections 7714 and 7733 of this title, 
section 1540 of Title 16, Conservation, and sections 136a 
and 618 of Title 21, Food and Drugs, and repealing sec-
tions 429, 2260, 2260a of this title, section 1306 of Title 
19, Customs Duties, sections 102 to 105, 111, 112, 113, 114 
to 114d–1, 114e to 114h, 115 to 131, 134 to 135b, 612 to 614 
of Title 21, sections 3901 and 3902 of Title 46, Shipping, 
and provisions set out as a note under section 129a of 
Title 21] may be cited as the ‘Animal Health Protection 
Act’.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of the Secretary of Agri-
culture relating to agricultural import and entry in-
spection activities under this chapter to the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, and for treatment of related ref-
erences, see sections 231, 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 
6, Domestic Security, and the Department of Homeland 
Security Reorganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as 
modified, set out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 8302. Definitions 
In this chapter: 
(1) Animal 

The term ‘‘animal’’ means any member of 
the animal kingdom (except a human). 
(2) Article 

The term ‘‘article’’ means any pest or dis-
ease or any material or tangible object that 
could harbor a pest or disease. 
(3) Disease 

The term ‘‘disease’’ has the meaning given 
the term by the Secretary. 


